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On June 7, contra leaders arrived in Managua for the first of a three-day negotiating session.
Chief contra negotiator Alfredo Cesar said that if no accord is established this week, the contras
would "end this negotiating process, which until now has been unproductive." However, he
added, this position should not be understood as an ultimatum. Among the contra delegation
in Managua on Tuesday morning was contra military chief Enrique Bermudez. A member of
the government negotiating team who requested anonymity, told AP that the government has
already incorporated in its proposal nearly all concerns of the contras for democratic reforms.
But the contras, he said, describe it as vague, thereby deflating hopes for a permanent accord. In
the third round of talks which ended on May 28, discussion revolved around a 32-point proposal
by the contras. The Nicaraguan government delegation said Managua had conceded 25 of those
points. Among other things, the contras demanded that the government lift all controls on the
media, guarantee workers' right to strike, undertake electoral reforms, offer "total amnesty" for all
political prisoners, and terminate Sandinista party control of the Army. Thus far, the government
has proposed that the contras disarm by September, while the contras have countered with January.
Contras said that at the current session they will ask for a timetable fixing dates for political changes.
The government has demanded that the contras release Sandinista prisoners they are holding.
In comments to reporters before the talks commenced, Vice President Ramirez Mercado said,
"This has been a complex process with high and low points. We are ready to guarantee the armed
counterrevolution a political space within Nicaragua, which is no small concession." On Wednesday
evening, Ramirez remarked that the contras should accept the Sandinista proposal, since even in the
best of circumstances, they will no longer have a capacity to negotiate in the near future. Bermudez
reiterated charges that the Sandinistas are using the truce period as a tactic to strengthen their
forces. [Both the contras and the Sandinista army have engaged in defensive operations during the
truce, including maneuvers and training exercises, among other activities. The Sapoa accords do not
prohibit such activities.] (Basic data from several sources including AP, 06/07/88; New York Times,
06/08/88)
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